
 On August 25, 2017, Portales Junior High had a volleyball tournament 

for the 7th and 8th grade volleyball teams.  Volleyball players from Tatum, Gat-

tis, Ft. Sumner, and Tucumcari participated in the tournament.  Each PJH 

team did an excellent job.  The 7th graders did great in both brackets.  There 

was a bracket for the B team and a bracket for the A team.  Each team got 2nd 

place in their brackets. The 8th grade  did well also.  The 8th grade B team got 

4th place and the 8th grade A team got 1st place. All teams played to the best of 

their abilities, and we are all proud of them.  Thank you to Coach Bucksath, 

Coach Howard, Coach Crenshaw, and Coach Manemann for their expertise, en-

couragement, and dedication to the sport of volleyball.  Your willingness to serve 

PJH athletes made it possible for student success in the tournament. 

 PJHS had a buy-out in order for students to attend the volleyball tourna-

ment.  Here is what students thought about this event. Alejandro thought it was 

fun and better than being in class.   Students were able to talk with friends, eat 

and purchase food from the concession stand, and watch a good volleyball game.  

Elijah  found the buy-out too hectic because people kept going up and down and 

would not stay seated.  He could not enjoy watching the volleyball game.  Brisa 

also found it hectic since she worked in the concession stand.  She liked working 

in the concession stand because the monies go to a good cause.  Rylee believed 

we should have more buyouts because it’s fun, and she and others were able to 

interact with the sport.  Students thought the cheerleaders were great and per-

formed their dances exceptionally well.  They added spirit and invited the crowd 

to cheer for the PJH teams.  Thank you Mr. Harris for allowing students to ex-

perience athletic events and to show their school spirit at PJHS tournaments. 

Fact 1: Professional Volleyball players in the United States and Europe make sev-
eral hundred to $10,000 a month playing in tournaments. 
Fact 2: During a match, volleyball players on average jump about 300 times. No 
wonder volleyball players are so fit!   
Fact 3: 75 hours and 30 minutes is the time for the longest volleyball game ever 
recorded; the game took place in Kingston, North Carolina. That’s quite the work-
out! 
Fact 4:  Volleyball was initially named “mintonette” but was changed to volleyball 
when Williams G. Morgan, the Father and inventor of Volleyball, heard an ob-
server of the game point out that the players were “volleying” the ball back and 
forth to each other over the net. 
Fact 5: Volleyball was 115 years old in 2010. 
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 Mrs. Pierce Perez is the  

Art teacher who has taught Art 

for many years at PJHS.  She is 

a very talented teacher and is an 

Artist in her own right. Last 

year, Mrs. Pierce Perez, made 

backdrops for the High School 

Marching Band Festival for the 

band’s marching show.  This 

year her students made sculp-

tures out of clay.  Students’  

sculptures are currently being 

displayed in the PJH library.  

The students did a great job in 

creating beautiful and interest-

ing clay sculptures. 

What is clay? 

 Clay is a special kind of 

earth which is made by the de-

composition of rocks through the 

action of weathering. 

Working with Clay 

 Clay Artists throughout 

the ages have invented many 

ways to shape things out of clay: 

Pinch: Use your fingers to pinch 

and poke a single lump of clay 

into any shape. 

Slab: Roll the clay into flat sheets 

(like a pie crust) to cut apart and 

assemble. 

Coil: Roll out long snakes of clay 

and twist them into coils and 

shapes. 

Wheel: Spin clay on a potter’s 

wheel to form pots and vases. 

Clay can be found anywhere but it 

is only useful for pottery if it has 

good “plasticity.”  You can test this 

by seeing how stretchy a piece of 

clay is by rolling it or bending it. If 

you can, it will make a good pot.  

Directions:  

Mix all ingredi-

ents together in a 

bowl and add 

more powdered 

milk if the dough 

is too sticky.  Roll out the dough.  

Cut the dough into shapes using 

the different techniques Clay 

Peanut Butter Play Dough  

Recipe 

Ingredients: 

1 cup powdered milk (dry) 

1/3  to 1/2 cup peanut butter 

(crunchy for added texture or 

smooth 

1 teaspoon honey 

Artists have 

used over the 

ages.  You can 

also cook the 

sculptures you 

make in a 350 

degree oven for 10 minutes.  Af-

ter baking you can display your 

sculptures or eat them as a deli-

cious dessert. 

Clay in the Art Classroom with Mrs. Pierce Perez  
with excerpt from Everything You Wanted to Know About Clay by Andrea Mulder Slater 

A Clay Recipe to Try at Home 
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1) What do you think is the greatest challenge facing students today? 

Mr. Harris (H): Social pressure. Students  

these days do not get their work done, and  

they believe that it is not necessary. 

Coach Crenshaw (C): Finding their own path 

Mr. Massey (M1): Too much information 

Ms. Manemann (M2): Transitioning into  

responsibilities 

  

  

   

 2) Why did you want  to become a classroom teacher? 

 (H) I used to teach for years as a 4th grade teacher. I taught 

 all subjects.  I just thought it was time for a change. 

 (C) I love the opportunity to help people 

 (M1) To help students discover the wonders of the universe 

 (M2) I used to play teacher when I was younger and my 2nd 

      grade teacher was also a big reason why. 

3) What inspires you? 

(H) I am a Christian, so faith and God  

inspires me. 

(C)  Changing lives 

(M1) The Bible 

(M2) My family 4) You are a new edition to the crayon box.   

   What color would you be and why? 

   (H) Forrest Green!  I really like the outdoors. 

   (C)  Purple!  It is a fun color, strict, and I like it! 

   (M1) Burnt Umber! It’s a nice weather dread color. 

   (M2) Pink! It’s happy, upbeat, and bright. 

 

5) Why is chili called “chili”? 

(H) It’s made with chili powder. 

(C)  To fake people out. 

(M1) Keeps you warm when it’s 

chilly. 

(M2) To catch you at surprise. Get 

you off guard.  

 

 

6) Coke or Pepsi? 

(H) Dr. Pepper! 

(C) Pepsi! 

(M1) Coke! 

(M2) Pepsi! 
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